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(57)Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To accelerate a processing for 
protection by changing not an image processing but the visual field 
angle of an image pickup means by the processing for protecting the 
object when the object for limiting image pickup enters a visual field 
for picking up images. 

SOLUTION: A camera 1 is installed at a high place and peripheral 
conditions are turnably monitored. At the time of camera monitoring, 
the visual field area of a residence area or the like is registered to a 
camera controller 4 beforehand in the two directions of a horizontal 
direction and a vertical direction and utilized as data for privacy 
protection. A lens zoom rate is f9.5mm in normal camera turning and 
it is changed to the zoom rate of f20mm at the time of a privacy 
protection processing. When a privacy protection area enters an 
image pickup visual field range, since the zoom rate is made lower 
than normal monitoring time, a privacy area is protected. Also, since 
a camera screen is divided into blocks and the zoom rate is 
controlled based not on judgement for each block but on a value 
inputted beforehand for the entire camera screen, processing time 
is shortened. 
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